
The Ross School of Business, in conjunction with The Washington Campus, 

offers a three-credit BBA course in Washington, D.C. in early May. 

Students admitted to the course are designated as “Carson Scholars.” 

The Washington Campus Course: Frequently-Asked Questions 

1. What is The Washington Campus?

The Washington Campus is a consortium of business schools at seventeen prominent 

U.S. universities, including the Ross School of Business at the University of Michigan. 

Organized in 1978 by L. William Seidman (Michigan MBA, ’49) and other visionary 

academic and business leaders, the Campus was founded on the principle that 

understanding how government works is indispensable knowledge for all business 

leaders. 

The Washington Campus course “Business and the Public Policy Process” provides a 

public policy context for business decisions and strategic planning. The course is offered 

in Washington, DC.  In the past, this three-credit course was offered at the Ross School 

of Business only to MBA students, who pay a $1750 fee to the Washington Campus in 

addition to Ross tuition. In 2005, The Washington Campus began offering the course to 

Ross BBA students. 

2. What is the cost to BBA students who enroll in the course?

The cost of the Washington Campus course for tuition and the Washington Campus fee 

would normally total $4,049 for in-state students and $8,519 for out-of-state students. 
However, because Carson Scholars register for the course during Winter Term, the course 

is included in normal Winter Term University of Michigan tuition. And in 2005, David 

Carson (Michigan BBA, ’55) established a fund at the Ross School of Business that 

covers the Washington Campus fee.  Forbes magazine named Mr. Carson, the now- 

retired CEO of People’s Savings Bank in Bridgeport, Connecticut, as one of the 500 

“most powerful people” in corporate America. Additional biographical information is 

summarized below.  Students admitted to the course are designated as “Carson 

Scholars.” 

In addition to the University of Michigan tuition, Carson Scholars are responsible for a 
Ross course fee of $600, which covers five nights at a Washington, DC hotel. They are 
also responsible for arranging their own transportation to and from Washington and for 
their meals during the program. 



3. What does the three-credit course cover?

BL 488, Business and the Public Policy Process, is designed to provide students with 

the frameworks, concepts, and tools needed to incorporate the public policy dimension 

into managerial decision making and strategic planning. The course focuses on Congress 

and the legislative process, the structure of the federal courts, the impact of judicial 

decision making on business, the federal regulatory process, the organization of the 

White House, the role of lobbyists and interest groups, and the role of the media in the 

public policy process. 

4. Who directs and teaches the course?

The faculty director is Associate Dean for Undergraduate and Early Career 

Programs, Norm Bishara. 

Lecturers in the course include current and former government officials—for example, 

members of Congress, senior White House and Congressional staff, regulatory and 

cabinet agency executives, journalists, business executives, political professionals, and 

representatives of advocacy organizations.  The course includes site visits to various 

government buildings, such as the Supreme Court and the Federal Reserve. 

5. When is the course offered and where will students stay in Washington?

The course is scheduled for the week after Winter Term final examinations. This time 

was selected in order to avoid conflict with summer internships. 

Rooms are booked for Carson Scholars at a Washington, D.C. hotel by the Office of 

Undergraduate Programs. 

6. What are the dress requirements?

Business attire is required Monday through Thursday. On Friday, you may wear 

business casual attire. 

7. What is the application process?

Students must complete and submit an application form. Admitted students add the class 
when registering for Winter Term courses. (This course is included in the 18-credit-hour 
limit for the Winter Term.) Admitted students must submit a form that includes parental 
consent for students who are not self-supporting. Students not admitted to the course 
will be placed on a waitlist. 

8. How does the course relate to the future plans of Carson Scholars?

An understanding of how government works is essential for any future business leader 
because public policy issues affect every major field of interest—including consulting, 
investment banking, marketing, strategy, and entrepreneurship.  Beyond the course 
content, selection as a Carson Scholar provides evidence of academic distinction that 
may prove useful when applying for a job or to graduate school. 



9. What do former Carson Scholars say about the course (in student

evaluations)?

“It was a wonderful experience and I would definitely do it again in a heartbeat.” 

“This experience was one of the best learning experiences thus far in my college career.” 

“Not only is the Washington Campus the best way to understand the political landscape, 

it also provides an atmosphere in which to think about business in ways you simply 

couldn’t in the conventional business school setting.” 

“One of the best learning experiences in all my education.  Eye opening to process and 

current issues in government.  Best class I have taken in the business school.” 

“The Washington Campus experience puts you at the center of the nation and its current 

issues and debates.” 

“This is a ‘must do’ experience not only for the future business leaders of this country 

but for any responsible citizen.  A truly unique opportunity to meet fascinating, 

intelligent people and discuss issues….”  

“Seeing politics in practice made us learn more in one week that we would ever learn in 

a semester of politics in theory…. The inside perspective we received was amazing and 

shocking.  This really was the best academic experience I’ve ever had.”  

“This course should be taken by anyone who intends to operate in the business world.  It 

will expose you to the intricate relations between businesses and the public policy 

process.  Clear understanding of this relationship is imperative to those who truly wish 

to be successful.” 

“The Washington Campus course was an eye-opening experience to the inner workings 

of the government and how businesses can press their ideas and issues…. I will be able 

to use the knowledge of processes, policies, and politics I learned here in all my future 

business endeavors.” 

“Unbelievable experience that enlightened me to many aspects of politics I had never 

thought of or known about.” 

“The Washington Campus is an AMAZING experience. I have never learned such a 

large amount in such a small time frame. It was such valuable information that opened 

my eyes to issues I was completely unaware were happening. After taking part in WC I 

feel I am not only a more educated student but a more informed citizen as well.” 

“A hands-on, impactful experience in the heart of the nation’s capital—what more could 

I have asked for?” 

“This was a great experience that can’t be replicated with classroom discussion at a 

university campus.  It helped me develop my own views and opinions as well as discuss 

important issues.” 



“The Washington Campus course was an eye-opening experience to the inner workings 

of the government and how businesses can press their ideas and issues…. I will be able 

Biography of David Carson 

The Washington Campus Program is available to BBA students at the Ross School of 

Business through the generosity of David Carson, who is strongly committed to 

developing business leaders willing to take risks in encouraging government reform. 

Mr. Carson was born in Birkenhead, England. He graduated from the University of 

Michigan with a bachelor’s degree in business administration in 1955. After serving in 

the US Army, he joined Hartford Insurance Group, where he eventually headed the 

worldwide property and casualty business.  Following eight years as CEO of Middlesex 

Mutual Assurance Co., Mr. Carson was named president and CEO of People’s Savings 

Bank in Bridgeport, Connecticut, a position he held until his retirement in 2000. Under 

his leadership, the bank earned record profits and became a publicly-traded company. 

Forbes magazine named Mr. Carson as one of the 500 “most powerful people” in 

corporate America. 

Mr. Carson’s influence extends beyond the business community.  He has served as an 

officer and director of several non-profit organizations. Four universities have honored 

him with honorary degrees and he has received the Ellis Island Medal of Honor from the 

National Ethnic Coalition of Organizations. A risk-taker who is willing to fight for 

government reform, Mr. Carson has testified before Congress on numerous occasions on 

matters relating to insurance, banking, and social issues. In 2005, he funded The 

Washington Campus Undergraduate Studies Program at the Ross School of Business to 

enable future business leaders to understand how government works so that they can 

develop effective corporate strategies for participation in the public policy arena. 




